
SUBURBAN LEAGUE  

FOOTBALL SPORTS POLICIES 

7/30/15 
 

A .  LEAGUE SCHEDULE 

 All league games, a single round robin format during weeks 4-10, will be approved by the League Council 
and played as scheduled. A damage clause will be assessed a league school for failure to fulfill a league 
contract in football, as determined by the OHSAA. 

 

B .  LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP AND/OR TOURNAMENT 

 The league championship will be based on a point system using the league record: Win=2; Tie=1; Loss=0. If 
two or more teams end the league season with the same number of points, each will be recognized as the 
league champion, and the trophies awarded accordingly. 

 

C.  OFFICIALS 

 All officials will be approved by the member schools and assigned by the Commissioner.  The commissioner 
will contract the officials. Five (5) Class 1 officials will be contracted for varsity contests, four (4) Class 1 or 2 
officials for Junior Varsity and Freshmen contests, and three (3) Class 1, 2, or 3 for seventh and eighth grade 
contests.  Officials will be evaluated by the Commissioner and his Assistant. 

 

D.  RULES 

 Rules used are those established by the National Federation and the OHSAA. All schools will abide by these 
as well as policies formulated by the League Athletic Council. 

 

E .  FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT (*coaches vote – 14-0) 

1. The National Federation has established a descript ion of required equipment. 

2. The home school has the responsibility of making this equipment available. 

3. *Reasonable facilities will be provided to visiting schools by the home school for press box coaches and 
 filming. 

 

F.  PUBLICITY 

1. The home school shall call game results to the designated news media. 

2. The school responsible for the sport should report All-League teams to the designated news media. 

3. At the conclusion of the season each school will notify the Commissioner, and the person responsible for 
the sport, of Varsity league records. 

 
G. GAME/MEET/MATCH TIME ACTIVITIES (*adopted 3/10/15) 

1. Varsity games will be played on Friday evening beginning at 7:00 pm. 

2. Home field should be available for warm up one hour prior to the scheduled start time until 15 minutes 
before. 

3. Home school will inform visiting school of any activities requiring a change in warm-up time or half-time. 

4. Home school band will be responsible for pre-game activities. 

5. *Schools may deviate from default start times (special events), if completed in a timely fashion.  
 

H. CROWD  CONTROL 

 The home school is responsible for providing an adequate number of faculty, adults, and police so that 
there will be adequate protection for the crowd and officials. 

 
I. FINANCE 

 League guidelines are to be followed for ticket prices. 

 

J. CHEERLEADERS 

1. Areas for cheerleaders shall be designated by the home school. 

2. Pyramids and mounts by cheerleaders are prohibited.  Individuals may not stand on another's shoulders 
or support another individual in any type of mount. 

3. Mini-trampolines are prohibited. 
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K. DIGITAL FILM EXCHANGE – GENERAL RULES (adopted 2/12/15) 

1.   Digital video exchange (HUDL) will be mandatory and consist of the previous three games and/or 
scrimmages.  The video shall be of the highest quality, and be filmed by the most experienced person 
available at game time. 

2.   A sideline view shall be the only required view for exchange.  The video shall start when the offensive 
team breaks the huddle with a view of all 22 players, and the play shall be followed to the best ability of 
the person filming the game stopping the film on a “2-count” after the referee’s initial whistle. 

3.   The scoreboard will be filmed at the end of each quarter, and at the end of the game.  Extended film 
following a game shall be filmed by the home team for the period of the “handshake” in the event that an 
issue arises immediately following the game. 

4.   Film may not be altered in any way, digitally or otherwise, and a complete game consisting of all plays 
(offense, defense and special teams) will be exchanged.  This includes any and all overtimes played. 

5.   No video shall be exchanged between a Suburban League School and an independent opponent of 
another Suburban League School (National or American Division).  Any disagreement concerning the 
film exchange policy shall be handled by the athletic directors. 

 
EXCEPTION – 1   

In the case of no huddle, hurry up, or up tempo offensive teams, the film must consist of the entire play from the snap of 
the ball until the whistle.  The person filming the game must give their best attempt to film the entire play under the above 
guidelines.  Continuous film may NOT be exchanged through HUDL (i.e. play #1 and play #2 must be two separate clips). 

 

DIGITAL FILM EXCHANGE – EXCHANGE RULES (adopted 2/12/15) 

1. The first two games to be exchanged must be available on the (HUDL) system NO LATER THAN 
WEDNESDAY (nine days) prior to the scheduled contest at 9:00 am.  (i.e. Wednesday at 9 am for a 
Friday game the following week.)  These two films shall be the last two contests played. 

2. The third game shall be available NO LATER THAN 12 hours after the contest of said film (Film #3) is 
completed, assuming both teams play on the same night.  Exchange time shall be determined by the 
completion of the latest game played, and film shall be exchanged within 12 hours of its completion. 

3. Teams may elect to release film through (HUDL) prior to the deadlines outlined by the exchange rules.  
The above rules constitute the latest film may be exchanged.  Other arrangements may be made that 
comply with the exchange rules, and both teams must agree to alternative arrangements 

 
EXCEPTION – 1   

Team 1 and Team 2 play on same night with different start times, as in the case of special events (Homecoming) or, 
Team 1 or Team 2 games are delayed (weather, overtime, etc.).  The 12 hour deadline shall start at the conclusion of the 
last game completed. 

 
EXCEPTION – 2   

Team 1 plays a Friday night contest and Team 2 Plays a Saturday afternoon or evening contest – The third film deadline 
shall be NO LATER THAN 9 am Sunday, the following day. 

 
EXCEPTION – 3   

A Friday night game that is delayed due to weather or other unforeseen instances and continued on Saturday (Team 1, 
Team 2 or both) shall be viewed as under Exception 2, in which case the third film shall be traded NO LATER THAN 9 am 
Sunday, the following day. 

 

 

L.  JUNIOR VARSITY REGULATIONS (adopted 2/12/15) 
 Junior Varsity games will be played on Saturday morning following the Varsity game at the opposite site at 

10:00 am unless there is mutual agreement to play at another time. There will be a Junior Varsity game after 
the last Varsity game (week #10), unless both schools, by mutual agreement, decide not to play on this date. 

 
M. JUNIOR HIGH/MIDDLE SCHOOL REGULATIONS 

 Eighth grade games will be played on Wednesday.  Ninth grade games will be played on Thursday except by 
mutual agreement of both schools. The home team shall wear dark colored uniforms and the visiting team 
shall wear white uniforms. 
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N. ALL-LEAGUE SELECTION PROCESS 

Each coach will nominate players to be considered as among the top 30 players in the league. The players 
featured position must be noted but selections will be made without regard to a definite number of offensive 
or defensive players but with a total of 30 first team, 30 second team, and 16 honorable mention selections.  
The number of players nominated from each school will be based on league standing. The following guide 
will be used: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In case of ties, the order of finish will be resolved by the result of head to head competition. Award(s) will be 
added to make individual and total number of awards equal for the teams that remain tied if head to head 
competition is not applicable. 

 

After the order has been resolved, a team ranked above the other tying team(s) must end up with at least the 
same total of first and second team selections as the tying team(s) ranked below it.  In addition, all tying 
teams will receive the same total (1st + 2nd + H.M.) of nominees. 

 

The above will be accomplished by either subtracting a second team choice from the highest ranked tying 
team, or adding it to the lowest ranked tying team, or by adding an honorable mention choice to those ranked 
below the higher, or by doing both. 

 
O. PLAYER OF THE YEAR (recommended unanimously by head coaches 2/12/15) 

1.  There will be a Player-of-the-Year (POY) for both Offense and Defense. 

2.  Selection of the POY takes place before the rest of the All Division team is selected. 

3.  Coaches may nominate one player for the POY award in their Division. 

4.  After the nominations are completed, each coach may speak about their nominee. 

5.  Each school present will have one (1) vote for the POY award. 

6.  If a tie results, a second vote of the tied players will take place after the coaches have again had an 
opportunity to discuss their athlete.  If a tie remains after the 2nd ballot, the athletes will be Co-POY’s 
provided no more than two (2) nominees are tied for the most votes.  If there are more than two (2) 
players tied after the 3rd ballot, the following tie-breakers will be used in this order: 

a. The two (2) players whose teams have the best Division records. If this still results in more than a    
two-way tie, then: 

b. The two (2) players whose teams have the best overall season records. 

7.  All voting will be done by written ballot that is signed by the coach.  Ballots will be read including the 
coach’s name.  Coaches may vote for their own player. 

8.  The POY will be a member of the All-Division team that is released for publication. 
 

 
 
  

FINISH 
1 

# of 1st TEAM NOMINEES 
7 

2nd  TEAM 
5 

HON. MENTION 
2 

2 6 4 2 

3 5 4 2 

4 4 4 2 

5 3 4 2 

6 2 4 2 

7 2 3 2 

8   1 2 2 
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P. MISCELLANEOUS 

1. It is the responsibility of the home school administration to have a trainer and ambulance present at all 
Varsity games. 

2. An ambulance should be on call for junior varsity and middle school games. 
3. There shall be no limitation on the number of members of the traveling squad. This would include 

managers and statisticians. 
4. The home team shall wear dark jerseys. In case of an emergency, the home team will make the 

adjustment. (Junior Varsity visitor-dark) 
5. No game shall begin with fewer than the required number of officials unless there is mutual consent of 

the coaches. 
6. The tie breaker will not be used to decide the winner in any Suburban League game below the varsity 

level. 
7. Coach of the year will go to the Championship team coach.  
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